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February 13 & 14:  Valentine Parties
February 15 & 16: Chapel Time 
February 20:  President’s Day


(SCHOOL CLOSED)
February 21 & 22: Picture Days

February 25: Dad ‘N’ Me Day
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VALENTINE PARTIES

     We will celebrate Valentine’s Day on Monday, Feb. 13 and Tuesday, Feb. 14. Children attending both days may bring valentines on both days.  If you wish to bring valentines, please have your child bring one for each child in his/her room.  The children may sign them. PLEASE DO NOT PUT NAMES ON THE ENVELOPES.  If you wish to bring something for the class parties, please sign up on the list in front of your child’s classroom.
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     Parent Conferences will be held with your child’s teachers during the months of February & March.  This is a special time set aside for you to talk with the teachers about your child’s development.  At that time, you may discuss any concerns regarding your child.  NOTE:  WATCH FOR A SIGN UP SHEET OUTSIDE YOUR CHILD’S CLASSROOM.  

     Please check the bulletin boards for dates and times to schedule your conference.
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  SUMMER/FALL    

  REGISTRATION

     It is hard to believe that we are already planning for the next school year.  Please watch for the Summer and Fall Registration flyer to be sent home in mid-February.  The Fee and Tuition Schedule for Summer Camp and the 2012-2013 school year is attached. Please keep in mind that in order to attend St. Stephen’s you must register each year.  Do not assume a space has been saved for your child. We will begin registration in mid- February for students currently enrolled at St. Stephen and early March for new families. Please stop in the Preschool Office if you have any questions.
***Please note that the admission date for Kindergarten in California public schools has changed beginning with the 2012-2013 school year. Your child must be 5 years old on or before November 1 to begin Kindergarten.  Many private schools have an earlier cut-off age requirement. Please read the attached information sheet regarding Transitional Kindergarten. If you have any questions about your child’s readiness for Kindergarten please speak with the teachers during your Parent Conference. ***
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        DAD ‘N’ ME DAY
Dads, 
Please join us for our Dad ‘N’ Me Day.  A formal invitation will be coming to you soon.  Below are the specifics:

DATE:    Saturday, February 25
TIME:    9 - 10:15am for 2 day Dads


    10:30 - 11:45am for 3 day Dads   
4 & 5 day Dads can come either time.
Substitute Dads are welcome!

*****
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Room 1

We have been exploring Winter weather through many sensory activities. We froze paint in cups with a stick to paint with and built ice sculptures using big and small blocks of ice. Our fingers worked hard using turkey basters to squirt the melting water on the ice blocks. We had fun throwing foam balls for a pretend snowball “toss.”

For Valentine’s we will enjoy a special snack together. Toward the end of the month we’ll be busily getting ready for our Dad ‘n’ Me Day -- Brownies to bake and Dad stories to tell!

Here is a fun finger play we’re learning:
Five little snowmen on a winter’s day.
The first one said, “Wake up so we can play!”

The second one said, “Let’s stomp on the ground.”

The third one said, “Let’s roll around.”

The fourth one said, “Let’s run and run and run.”

The fifth one said, “I’m afraid I feel the sun.”

“Oh dear,” cried the snowmen, as they looked toward the sky.
And the five melting snowmen waved a fond goodbye.

Love, Miss Maria and Miss Sherry
Room 5



     
January went by in a flurry of pretend snow, of course.  We had lots of fun with painting and making (paper) snowmen and talking about animals that live and survive in the arctic regions of the world.  We did ice experiments and made ice sculptures….so chilling! 

Letter of the Week is in full swing and the children are excited to bring in things that start with the appropriate letters. We will focus on 2 letters each week and encourage the children to practice recognizing the letter and how it sounds. 


We continue to work on independent skills and many of our children are doing great taking off and putting on their own jackets and shoes.  Please encourage your child when hand washing to put soap all over their hands – palm, top, and in between fingers -  before rinsing off the soap….we can all work together sending those germs down the drain.


This month will also focus on love and friendship and will be busy with Valentine fun and activities.  Look for the Valentine snack sign-up sheet to be posted soon. Thank you.

Love, Miss Jeanie and Miss Vickie
Room 2
 

Love is in the air!  February is the month of love and we will focus on love and friendship in our classroom with various art activities, a Valentine exchange and special snack.  (A sign-up sheet is posted on the bulletin board outside our room.) We love your children and it is a joy for us to see their growth and development, as well as their happiness and involvement in the classroom activities.


These classroom activities include the Light Table, a new addition to the classroom, which delighted the children as they explored ways to make new colors using the red, yellow and blue Octons, cellophane paper and crystal Legos.  They became weavers as they discovered how to use the newly purchased loom.  Once finished, we will display the weaving on one of our walls.  The weaving activities also strengthen the small muscles in their hands. The children learned to match pairs of socks, mittens and gloves using the drying rack. They are discovering the sounds that letters make and are excited to bring items from home to share for the Letter of the Week.  Thank you for helping them with this.


We look forward to the chance to discuss your child’s progress during our upcoming conferences. If you have not already done so, please return the Parent Questionnaire as soon as possible.   February will conclude with Dad and Me Day on February 25th.  Please save the date.

 


Love, Miss Betsie & Miss Sheryl
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Room 3
The children in Room 3 seem to be growing by leaps and bounds! We were thrilled with their curiosity and enthusiasm in January. They started the new year with boundless energy and the desire to learn. Important readiness skills for kindergarten are developing in all the children – taking turns and raising their hands, listening and participating during circle time, practicing writing and cutting, and following directions. Friendships are developing and deepening. It is an exciting time to be in Room 3 – it is filled with artists, engineers, scientists, mathematicians, athletes, actors and singers!  Each day is a new adventure, and every child plays many of these roles in our classroom community. Their curiosity, ingenuity and enthusiasm are constant sources of amazement and joy for us.

The children are enjoying the Letter of the Week activities. Sharing items from home, finding things around the room, learning about animals and plants that begin with the letter, and making art projects related to the letter are some of the ways we explore the letter of the week in Room 3. You can support this learning at home by pointing out words, letters and sounds.  During February we will also continue to work with children on writing their “kindergarten names” – beginning with an uppercase letter, followed by all lowercase letters. 

Thank you for making the effort to bring your children to school on time – we know how busy family mornings can be! Our morning circle time sets the stage for the rest of the school day so we appreciate having all of the children there promptly to participate. At the first circle time we demonstrate activities for the day, share our “Letter of the Week”, “Share Box” and “Star of the Week” activities, and practice important skills for having successful group experiences.

Love is in the air as Valentine’s Day approaches!  This month we will be doing art projects and sharing stories and songs about love and friendship. The sign-up sheet for our Valentine’s parties (Feb. 13-14) will be posted on the bulletin board outside the classroom starting February 6. Thank you for your help!

The sign-up sheet for Parent-Teacher Conferences will be available in the classroom beginning February 6.  We are continuing to formally evaluate the children’s skills and we look forward to sharing our observations with you in later in the month. 

Love,

Miss Carol & Miss Toni
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In January, we kept warm while learning the following:

Room 1:
Pre-Math:          Built ice towers with various sizes of ice blocks 

                          (concepts of shape, size and volume)     

Pre-Writing:      Used clothespins to hang mittens and socks on a clothesline 


                            (develops muscles used in writing)
Pre-Reading:     Heard many Winter themed stories read aloud  

                          (develop reading comprehension)
Pre-Science:      Painted with frozen paint-pops & observed ice change from solid to liquid                           (observe different reactions and textures)     
Intelligence:      Tossed white foam balls in the air with classmates (“snow ball toss”)

                (exercise imagination)
Room 5:
Pre-Math:          Created snowmen with marshmallows and sticks

                          (concepts of shape, size and patterning)   

Pre-Writing:      Painted bumps on alligators for the letter A
                          (develops small hand muscles used in writing)
Pre-Reading:     Walked the “balance beam” watching out for Mr. Alligator 
                         (develop coordination skills--- a prerequisite to reading)   

Pre-Science:      Participated in experiments with ice, salt, water, and insta-snow


                         (cause and effect; change in textures)
Intelligence:      Threw marshmallows dipped in paint at black paper (“snow ball toss”)


                (exercise imagination)

Room 2:
Pre-Math: 
         Measured and poured colored rice in various sized containers                                               (concept of volume)    

Pre-Writing:      Cut various shapes to paste & decorate our snowmen 

                          (strengthen small hand muscles)    

Pre-Reading:     Skated on paper plates to pretend we were ice skating 

                          (practice coordination – a necessary pre-reading skill)
Pre-Science:      Created new colors with clear octagon pieces on the light table
                         (cause and effect; understanding of color mixture)    

Intelligence:      Planted an amaryllis bulb and measured it as it grows 

                         (observe the wonder of nature)
Room 3:
Pre-Math:        Played pancake math

                        (numeric concepts of more and less; number order)     
Pre-Writing:    Painted with frozen paint-popsciles                                                                                          (develop small hand muscles & hand-eye coordination)
Pre-Reading:   Complied lists of words beginning with our “Letters of the Week” 
                       (participate in creating a print-rich classroom environment)
Pre-Science:    Made insta-snow, then poured, scooped, measured, and squished it
                        (observe how solids can change) 
Intelligence:    Talked about Winter’s changes in nature during Circle Time  

                       (listen to and respect peers; sharing and organizing ideas)
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