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[image: image3.wmf]DATES TO REMEMBER
December 1 – 14: Angel Tree Collection 
December 7 & 8:
Family Chapel Time          @  9:15 in the Sanctuary
December 15 & 16: Christmas Parties
December 17 & 18 : St. Stephen Church Christmas Choir Concerts
Dec 19 - Jan 6: 
Christmas Vacation
January 9:  
Return to School

January 10 & 11: 
“Two of Us” Winter                                    Session Begins 
January 16: Martin Luther King Jr Day                      (NO SCHOOL)
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      ANGEL TREE        

[image: image8.wmf]     St Stephen Church will be collecting new toys for less fortunate families beginning December 1 thru December 14. There will be an Angel Tree in the preschool office. To participate, you may pick an angel off the tree and purchase a gift for a child with a 
specific age and gender. You may bring the NEW, UNWRAPPED gift to the office 
by December 14. For further information, please speak with Leslie or Tara. Thank you for your generosity!
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[image: image9.wmf]    CHRISTMAS PARTIES
     You are invited to your child’s classroom at 11:30 on Thursday, December 15 and Friday, December 16 to join in a Christmas Gathering. During this time the children will share their refreshments with you.  At 11:45, the children will sing some Holiday songs, after which we will ask all to join in.  The children do not need to dress up on those days as they will be participating in regular school activities.

     The Room Parents will be organizing the refreshments for the Christmas celebration. Please speak with your Room Parent if you would like to help provide refreshments. 
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[image: image4.wmf]KIDS’ KLUB REMINDER
There will be NO KIDS’ KLUB on DECEMBER 15 & 16.  All children need to be picked up 12:00.     Thank you.    
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[image: image6.wmf]THANK YOU TO OUR                                 FAMILIES!



 
     To all of the families that helped to make our Halloween & Thanksgiving Celebrations a success, we give thanks. We also thank you for your tremendous support during our Artwork for Education fundraiser. We raised $960 towards our Preschool Fence Project!

Additional greeting cards may be ordered through the Artwork for Education website. Flyers with additional information are available in the Preschool Office.
*****
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A CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION: 

An Evening of Faith and Family
Many of our preschool children and alumni will be singing in St. Stephen Church’s Christmas Concert on Saturday December 17 at 7pm and Sunday, December 18 at 6pm. This Christmas Concert is a wonderful way to celebrate Christmas with friends and family. We welcome you to attend this family event. More information about the program for the evening will be coming so make sure to check your child’s cubby!
         *****
PRESCHOOL YARD UPDATE

This winter, we will be removing and replenishing sand and wood chips in the preschool yard.  As you can imagine, this is a large project which will require more than just shovels and wheelbarrows.  We are looking to hire a company that has Bobcat-type vehicles which can move a lot of sand and wood chips in a short amount of time.  If you happen to know of any companies that provide this service, we would be interested in their contact information.  Thanks for your help!
*****
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CHRISTMAS CHAPEL TIME

We invite all of our families to join us for a special December Chapel Time this month. In addition to a Christmas story led by Pastor Daniel, the Preschool Children’s Choir will perform. We hope you are able to join us on December 7th and/or 8th at 9:15 in the sanctuary. 
*****
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HAPPY HOLIDAYS
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It is hard to believe the Holiday Season is here. In the hectic days ahead remember to take the time to enjoy the sights and the sounds of the season. 

     Our staff wishes you and your family a happy, safe and joyous Holiday Season.


Love,

Miss Leslie
    Miss Tara     Miss Janis


Miss Sherry
     Miss Maria

Miss Sheryl
    Miss Vickie    Miss Toni


Miss Jeanie
    Miss Carol

   Miss Betsie       and       Miss Chantal


[image: image7.wmf]CLASSROOM NEWS
In November, we were thankful to learn the following:
Room 1:
Pre-Math:               Played a color & size sorting game with toy colored keys

                               (numerical order & patterning)

Pre-Writing:           Painted clothespin horses in anticipation of the Petting Zoo visit

                               (eye-hand coordination & small hand muscle control)
Pre-Reading:          Mixed, poured, & measured ingredients to make pumpkin muffins

                               (understanding sequencing to follow a recipe)
Pre-Science:           Observe a jack-o-lantern as it decomposes in the flower garden 

                               (observe physical changes)
Core Intelligence:   Participated in class discussion about being thankful

                               
            (building peer relationships & recognizing value in other’s ideas)
Room 5:
Pre-Math:              Counted coins with our toy cash registers

                              (number sense; monetary value)
Pre-Writing:
          Used eye droppers and aqua-tint to paint fall leaves 


                            (eye-hand coordination)

Pre-Reading:         Collaged feathers with glue bottles for our turkey centerpieces 

                              (distinguish patterns from backgrounds)
Pre-Science:          Spread butter on leaf-shaped toast  

                              (observe physical changes)
Core Intelligence:  Talked about Veteran’s Day and the Pledge of Allegiance

                               (cultural awareness and traditions)
Room 2:
Pre-Math:              Gathered and glued items from nature to make fall wreaths 

                              (distinguishing patterns from background & category formation )
Pre-Writing:          Made corn tortillas using masa, water & salt 
                              (strengthen small hand muscles)
Pre-Reading:         Explored corn! Tasted corn nuts & corn bread; Painted with corn cobs

                              (expand knowledge of one concept with different learning opportunities)
Pre-Science:          Melted crayons on a leaf shape with warming trays  

                              (observe physical changes)
Core Intelligence:  Planted pumpkin seeds – both cooked and raw!




                              (observe the growth of a seed to a plant)
Room 3:
Pre-Math:              Welcomed November with a Thanksgiving Countdown paper chain

                              (numerical order; one-to-one correspondence)
Pre-Writing:          Practiced writing our letters on dry erase boards

                              (develop hand muscles used in writing; letter recognition)
Pre-Reading:         Contributed to a circle map for Thanksgiving

                             (memory skills and creativity)
Pre-Science:          Observed an experiment with milk, food coloring, and dish soap  


                              (watching a chemical reaction; new vocabulary)
[image: image15.wmf]Core Intelligence: Used reasoning skills when guessing what was in the Share Box 

                              (discriminatory listening skills for clues and context)
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