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November 1-17: Thanksgiving Food                                     Drive Collection

November 10: More-Than-a-Mom Talk                            Series @ 9:15am
November 11: Veteran’s Day

                         (SCHOOL CLOSED)

November 16: Family Chapel Time

November 17 & 18: Petting Zoo

November 24 & 25:  Thanksgiving 

                                 (SCHOOL CLOSED)

November 27:
Advent Craft Night                                      4:30-7:30pm

******
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The Petting Zoo is coming to St. Stephen Preschool on Thursday, November 17th and Friday, November 18th during school hours.  

The children will visit the animals on our grassy field during their normal outside play time.  We will take plenty of pictures to share with you. 
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Are you looking for a church for your family to attend?  St. Stephen Presbyterian Church invites you to come and worship with us on Sundays at 9:30 a.m. Our pastor, Dr. Daniel Gilbert, is currently preaching a sermon series “The Story – Finding Your Story in God’s Story”
The Preschool offers a 15% tuition discount to families that are also members of St. Stephen Church. You may inquire about church membership in the Church Office.
******
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THANKSGIVING CELEBRATIONS
      The children at St. Stephen Preschool will celebrate their friendships by sharing food on Monday, November 21 & Tuesday, November 22 during the mid-morning snack time. A sign-up sheet for snacks will be posted outside your child’s classroom. What better time to pause and give thanks for our many blessings. 

Happy Thanksgiving!!
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Your lid counts!!  We have mailed in over 500 pink Yoplait yogurt lids supporting Breast Cancer Research through the Susan G. Komen Fund.  Each lid is a $0.10  donation that would otherwise go out with the trash and into our landfill. This way, we win both ways.  Please ask friends and family to collect their lids as well. We are happy to mail all the lids for you so continue to turn in your clean lids to Room 5 or to your child’s teachers.  

Thank you, Miss Jeanie

******
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     On occasion the children need a change of clothes during the day. We keep clothes on hand in the classroom restrooms and the preschool office. Currently, we need to replenish our supply of girls’ underwear and zip-up sweatshirts. We appreciate any donations to the Preschool. Thank you!
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“More-Than-a-Mom”                  Talk Series
Too busy to think about yourself? –  Let’s talk about it. Take one hour out of your busy day the morning of Thursday, November 10th, to join the discussion and find out how Three Key Powerful solutions will help you make the most of everyday.  The purpose of this discussion is to provide life enhancing solutions so you can find balance among the many responsibilities and demands in your everyday life. Feelings of stress and being overwhelmed can keep us from having important quality “family time” and quality “Mommy self-care time”.  Let’s talk about these issues so we can make the needed changes to benefit ourselves and our families. Look for details on the flyer posted in the office and at your child’s classroom. Childcare for younger siblings will be provided.  Please sign-up in the main office.  I can’t wait to see you there!
       -Sherri Gershon, Certified Life Coach



******

THANKSGIVING FOOD DRIVE
TO BENEFIT
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We will be collecting non-perishable food items and monetary donations to serve families in need this Thanksgiving. Please see the attached flyer for a list of their specific needs this year. You may drop off these items in the Preschool Office from November 1-17.  Thank you for your generosity!
******
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SIGN IN/OUT REMINDER
Please remember to sign your child in and out on the roster found either on the clipboard or the inside of the classroom door.  It is required by law and enforced by the State of California to sign your child in and out upon drop off and pick up each day.  
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     Did you know that you can drop your child off at preschool as early as 8:00 am?  We will keep track of the days you use our Early Bird program and simply add the charges to your monthly tuition.  The charge is $3 per half hour.  You are welcome to use this program whenever you need it – no advance notice is required. There is also a Monthly option for Early Birds. See Leslie or Tara in the office if you have questions.
     Note that the teachers will open the classroom doors promptly at 9:00 am.  This is your cue to enter the classroom without incurring Early Bird charges. 



******
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FAMILY ADVENT CRAFT
EVENT 
 St. Stephen Church is hosting its annual Family Christmas Craft Event on Sunday, November 27th from 4:30pm – 7:30pm.  This event is open to all St. Stephen Preschool families, as well as families in our community. This is a great time enjoyed by children, youth and adults of all ages! It is also a wonderful time to make holiday crafts, enjoy holiday treats, and spend time with other families during the Christmas season. 
******
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Room 1
It’s finally starting to feel like Fall! 
November will be busy observing nature around us and seeing what changes take place. Some of our Fall activities will include leaves, corn, farm animals, families, Thanksgiving, and our very favorite, the Petting Zoo!
Friendships are beginning to form in the classroom. Play-dates after school are a great way to foster those friendships. 
We want to extend a big thank-you to all our parents who have volunteered to help Room 1 with various activities and supplies. We can always use a helping hand or two, or ten! 

Love, Miss Maria & Miss Sherry
Room 5
We had such a blast with all of our Halloween activities!  Some highlights were our bright green flubber, hammering golf tees into real pumpkins and watching our carved pumpkin glow in the dark.  The children also enjoyed removing a link every day from our paper chain to count down the days until Halloween.  It was fun to see everyone in their costumes, too.

    We have a small blue recycling bin in our room and the children are really enthusiastic about filling it up with scraps of paper when they are done with their projects.  We also asked them to find a big blue recycling can at home and ask their parents what goes inside.
When the cold weather starts, runny noses are usually close behind.  Teaching your child to blow their own nose with a tissue and then throw it in the trash is a great way to help them become independent and cut down on spreading germs.  In every classroom we have tissues within reach of the children and encourage them to use them (instead of their sleeves!).

     This month we will focus on fall colors, leaves, family, being thankful and of course a turkey project or two.  We hope everyone has a wonderful Thanksgiving!

Love, Miss Jeanie & Miss Vickie
Room 2

As we close out October with many fun-filled activities, we welcome November’s events with thankfulness that we have such wonderful, supportive families.  We thank you for being so generous of your time and donations (playdough, holiday stickers, apples, cooking supplies and Halloween snacks.)  Thank you for checking the bulletin board outside our room daily.  This is one of the many ways we communicate with you.                And the children…oh my!  We feel so blessed to have such a wonderful, inquisitive class.   They enjoyed all the Halloween activities; probably their favorite was wearing their costumes on party days.  They are so verbal; sharing stories and their remarkable ideas.  They are all contributing to class discussions which make for lively circle times!
November will bring further discussions about families and food.  We will explore corn; make corn tortillas and pumpkin ice cream.  The children love science and we incorporate it into our daily curriculum.   We will also enjoy the Petting Farm this month.

 
When cool weather begins, runny noses and colds are sure to follow.  We are teaching the children to blow their nose with a tissue instead of their shirt, skirt or arm!   You can do the same at your home!  We all are disappointed and saddened when children get sick and this should help cut down the spreading of viruses.  
     We encourage the children to practice their self-help skills (putting on their jackets and shoes, blowing their nose, taking care of their belongings and cleaning up their spills and messes.) You can also support these activities at home.  Independence is a good thing!  Happy Thanksgiving!
Love, Miss Betsie and Miss Sheryl

Room 3
From the first day of October to its conclusion, excitement and anticipation of Halloween delights filled the eyes, the hearts and the curiosities of our little "goblins!" They explored the science and versatility of pumpkins in every way possible, learning the anatomy of a pumpkin, sprouting pumpkin seeds, feeling, touching and measuring pumpkins of all sizes and pounding pumpkins with wooden mallets and golf tees. They painted pumpkin pictures, sang about pumpkins and played enjoyable pumpkin games. But the most fun and yummiest activity was making pumpkin muffins from scratch! All this in addition to transforming Room 3 into a magical, and not-too-spooky, place filled with Jack-O-Lanterns, bats, ghosts and spiders. With the help from our families, we were able to give Halloween an amazing send-off with a little carnival and a classroom party.

Thank you for your kindness and constant support. We couldn't do it without you! November promises to bring a sense of warmth, beauty and calm as we reflect on our many blessings and on all the special people in our lives. This and related activities will culminate in the celebration of Thanksgiving. At this time, we'd like to wish you and yours a blessed holiday. Your presence and that of your child's bring tremendous joy and sweet moments into our daily lives. God Bless You All.
 Love, Miss Carol and Miss Toni
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In October, through our “Halloween play” we learned:

Room 1:
Pre-Math:              Matched multi-colored pom-poms into egg cartons with tongs
                                          (color recognition & spatial reasoning)     
Pre-Writing:          Created spider webs with rubber bands on rubber band boards

                              (develop control in small hand muscles)     
Pre-Reading:         Participated in a Halloween chalk story
 

                                                               (oral language and pictures contribute to stories and books)
Pre-Science:          Made fresh apple juice with a juicer 
                              (observe physical changes from a solid to liquid)     

Core Intelligence:  Participated in a discussion about classroom rules at circle time 

                               (understand that everyone’s ideas are valuable)
Room 5:
Pre-Math:              Glued circles, squares, triangles & rectangles onto pumpkin shapes

                              (concepts of shape, size and location)
Pre-Writing:          Hammered golf tees into pumpkins 

                              (develop muscles used in writing)
Pre-Reading:         Sang spider songs and painted with strings to make spider webs 

                              (concept development across the curriculum)
Pre-Science:          Baked pumpkin muffins - measured, stirred, & tasted

                              
            (whole-part relationships and concepts of volume & measure)
Core Intelligence:  Discussed how to recycle our used papers at the “cut & color” table
                              (understand how to care for our classroom and global environment) 
Room 2:
Pre-Math:              Counted the seeds in a real apple 

                              (numerical value; number sense; real-world math applications)
Pre-Writing:          Made paper chains to decorate the classroom  

                              (strengthen small hand muscles used in writing; eye-hand coordination)
Pre-Reading:         Collaged colored pumpkin seeds on orange paper

                             (distinguish patterns from background – an important pre-reading skill)
Pre-Science:          Observed an experiment with raisins & club soda

                              (create a sense of awe and wonder with science)
Core Intelligence:  Played “Restaurant”– turning the loft into an “A-rated” cafe

                             (cooperative play; recognize value in peer’s opinions)


Room 3:
Pre-Math:              Estimated and measured three different sized pumpkins’ circumference

                             (estimation skills; practice measurement)
Pre-Writing:          Hammered golf tees into pumpkins 


                              (develop muscles used in writing; practice hand-eye coordination)

Pre-Reading:         Listened to books about apples, leaves, and Halloween 

                              (encourage love of reading & relate books to the world around us)
Pre-Science:          Compared fresh and dried apple slices

                              (form hypothesis and observe changes)
Core Intelligence:
  Transformed the doll house into a haunted house with yarn & ghosts

                              (work cooperatively with peers; use classroom resources imaginatively)
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