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September 20/21: Just The Two of Us Classes Begin    
October 4/5:   
Children’s Choir Begins
October 5/6:
Family Chapel Time 
(9-9:30am)
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   Dear Parents,

Our first days of school have gone so well.  The children are settling into their new surroundings and routines.  Our returning students were happy to see old friends and begin to get acquainted with new friends. 


It’s great to see all the returning students and parents!  And, we look forward to getting to know our new families.


Thanks to all the families who attended our Evening Parent Orientation.  As mentioned that evening, feel free to stop in the preschool office at any time if you have questions or concerns.  We want this year to be a pleasant experience for you and your child.


Also, if you were unable to attend the Parent Orientation, we will post the Power Point Presentation and informational notes to our website this month under the “in the cubby” tab.
Sincerely, 
St. Stephen Preschool Staff
******
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SEPTEMBER TUITION 
& FACTS Management Co.
     Please note that September tuition is due.  When you registered your child, the one month tuition deposit that you paid is for your child’s last month’s (June 2012) tuition.  Therefore, if you haven’t yet paid your September tuition, please stop in the preschool office.  

We have a partnership with FACTS Management Company to handle our tuition collection. If you have any questions regarding FACTS, please see Leslie in the Preschool Office.
Thank You!
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www.ststephenkids.com
In an effort to “go green,” we encourage our families to refer to our Preschool website for regular communication and updates. Each month we post our Preschool Newsletter on the website as well as send the newsletter via email to our currently enrolled families. We will frequently update our “in the cubby” page with preschool happenings so check it often!
You may also communicate with the Preschool Office and the classroom teachers through email. Our email addresses are on the website and listed below. Please keep in mind that the teachers may take up to 24 hours to respond to emails during the school week. If there is an urgent matter, please talk to the teachers or office staff directly.
 If you would prefer not to receive the monthly newsletter and other communication through email and would rather receive paper notifications, please complete the attached email opt-out form and return it to the Preschool Office.

Email addresses:

Preschool Office (Miss Leslie & Miss Tara):
ststephenpre@aol.com
Room 1 (Miss Sherrry & Miss Maria):

sspsroom1@aol.com
Room 2 (Miss Betsie & Miss Sheryl):



sspsroom2@aol.com
Room 3 (Miss Carol & Miss Toni):




sspsroom3@aol.com
Room 5 (Miss Jeanie & Miss Vickie):




sspsroom5@aol.com
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 NAEYC ACCREDITATION

Thanks to all our families who completed the NAEYC Family Survey in January 2010.  I am pleased to report that, over the summer, we received word from NAEYC that we achieved re-accreditation through July 2016!  As part of the reaccreditation process, an NAEYC representative visited our school and observed 2 of our classrooms.  I am proud to report that these classrooms received scores of 96% and 97%!!  For those who are unfamiliar with NAEYC, NAEYC Accreditation is a trademark of high quality preschools.  For more information on NAEYC and NAEYC Accreditation, please visit www.naeyc.org.
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In our attempt for continuous improvement, the Family Surveys that you filled out in June 2010 showed that you are interested in more parent participation.  We will be announcing opportunities throughout the year in the newsletter and at your child’s classroom bulletin board.  This month, we are looking for parents who would like to act as a Room Parent(s) for your child’s classroom.  The Room Parent(s) would assist the teachers with classroom parties and communicating/gathering information from other classroom parents.  If you are interested or would like further information, please see Leslie or Tara in the preschool office.  

In addition, each classroom will post a signup sheet for “Play Dough Parent of the Month”.  You can sign up to make (we can supply you with a recipe) or provide play dough for your child’s classroom for the month.  Check your child’s classroom bulletin board to sign up!
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SUBSTITUTES NEEDED


From time to time we need substitutes when our teachers are absent. Substitute teachers always work with a regular teacher. 
If you are interested in helping out, please see Leslie or Tara and we will add your name to our Substitute List.
******  
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“JUST THE TWO OF US” 

“Just the Two of Us” program will begin Sept. 20 & 21 under the leadership of Chantal Wolff.  We have a Tuesday and Wednesday class. The class starts at 9:15am and runs until 11:15 am.  
The program is designed for Moms or Dads, Grandparents, Caregivers and their toddlers, aged 18 months to 2 ½ years. Our program provides preschool style activities, in a secure environment with a caregiver there, making it a great stepping stone program for children before they start preschool.

We offer free choice activities, art projects, outside time, music movement and finger plays, stories and a separated time for parent discussions.

If you are interested in the class or know someone who may be interested, please see Leslie or Tara in the preschool office for a brochure.
******
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MAKE A JOYFUL     

         NOISE!

     All preschool children are invited to participate in the St. Stephen Children’s Choir.  Rehearsals are every Tuesday & Wednesday from 8:30 am to 9:00 am, beginning October 4 & 5.  There is no charge for this program.  If your child is interested in joining, please sign up in the Preschool Office!
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Family Chapel Time
Once a month, our preschoolers will visit the St. Stephen Church Sanctuary for Chapel Time with Pastor Daniel. We invite our families to join us for Chapel Time whenever you are able. See the attached Calendar of Important Dates for our scheduled meetings. If you have any questions please stop in the Preschool Office and speak with Leslie or Tara.



******
[image: image12.png]Accredited by the'
National Academy
of Early Childhood
Programs




FENCE PROJECT

At the Parent Orientation, Pastor Daniel Gilbert spoke about the Capital Improvement Project to replace the preschool’s current chain link fence with an iron fence and security gate.  To kick off this project, the Church has pledged $5,000 towards the cost of the fence.  We are in the process of obtaining estimates and more information will be forthcoming as it becomes available.  In the meantime, we would like to announce an upcoming fundraiser in which all proceeds will be used for Capital Improvement at the preschool.  
The fundraiser is through Artwork for Education (you can visit them at www.ArtworkForEducation.com).  Artwork for Education takes your child’s artwork and turns it into greeting cards and other items available for purchase.  This month, one of the classroom art projects will be to provide artwork for this fundraiser.  In order to have your child’s artwork included in the fundraiser, we need your permission.  Next week, you will receive a permission form to allow Artwork for Education to include your child’s artwork in our catalog of products.  Note – the permission form DOES NOT obligate you to purchase any items, it just allows your child to participate.  Cards will note the artist’s first name, age, and school.  Catalogs of available products will be distributed in November and completed products will be available for Christmas.  We hope you allow your child to participate in this exciting fundraiser.  If you have any questions or would like more information, please see Leslie or Tara in the preschool office.
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Email Notification Form

____ Yes, I would like to receive the monthly Preschool Newsletter and preschool-related communication via email.

My current email address is: _______________________

____ No, I would prefer to receive a copy of the Preschool Newsletter in my child’s cubby.

Child’s Name: ________________________

Room #: ______
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