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 DATES TO REMEMBER
October 4 & 5:  Children’s Choir Begins
October 6: 
 Family Chapel Time 

October 15: Family Festival 9am-3pm                     
October 27 & 28: Halloween Parties
November 11: Veteran’s Day


(SCHOOL CLOSED)
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     PLAYDOUGH RECIPE

Thank you to all the parents who have signed up to be a “Playdough Parent” for their child’s classroom. If you would like to make playdough for the school and the sign-up sheet for your child’s classroom is full, you are welcome to make playdough for our outdoor classroom.

**NOTE: This is a single batch recipe. Please double or triple the batch when making playdough for the classroom.** Enjoy!
Playdough Recipe

2 Cups Flour

1 Cup Salt

4 Tbls Oil

4 tsp Cream of Tartar

2 Cups Water mixed with Food Coloring

Combine all ingredients.  Cook over medium heat until dough looks like mashed potatoes. Knead until smooth. Store in an air tight container, such as a gallon-sized Ziploc bag.
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     Did you know that your child can come to our afternoon program, Kids’ Klub, even on the days that they do not attend school?  We call this program Special Kids’ Klub. 

     For example, if your child attends school on Tuesdays and Thursdays, he/she can come to Special Kids’ Klub on Mondays, Wednesdays, and/or Fridays from 11:30 am until 2 pm.  All you need to do is let the preschool office know that you want to sign your child up for “Special Kids’ Klub” the day before or no later than 10:30 am on the morning that you will be using the Special Kids’ Klub.  Then, simply bring your child, with a lunch, to his/her regular classroom at 11:30 am.  The charge for this service is $10.00 per day.
     Of course, you are always welcome to use Kids’ Klub on the days that your child attends school.  Just sign up in the preschool office on the morning that you would like to use Kids’ Klub.  Again, the charge is $10.00 per day and we keep track of your usage and bill you in the upcoming month.


*****
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     On Thursday, October 27 and Friday, October 28, we will be having Halloween Fun at Preschool.  The children may wear costumes to school that day.  If you have a special costume you would prefer your child not to play in, please bring a change of clothes.  We will have games to play and parties in the classrooms. (KEEP IN MIND THE CHILDREN WILL BE WEARING COSTUMES IN THE PLAY YARD.  PLEASE NO MASKS, SWORDS, GUNS, ETC.) Be sure and watch for a “Halloween Fun Sign Up Sheet” in front of your child’s classroom.
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SUPPORT ST. STEPHEN PRESCHOOL


   We have an eScrip account and a Ralph’s Grocery Store Community Contribution account for our preschool.  You may sign up online following the instructions below. Flyers with sign-up information are also available in the preschool office.  If you signed up last year you will need to re-enroll for the current school year. If you have any questions or need more information, please see Leslie or Tara in the office. Thank you for your support!

  eScrip: 1) Go to www.eScrip.com
                     2) Go to “sign up” OR “my eScrip” 

                  Our Group ID# is 166449004         
  Ralphs: 1) Go to www.ralphs.com
        2) Click on Services

        3) Click on Community Contribution

        4) Under Participant, click “Enroll”

            Our Organization Number is 92160.
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MAKE A JOYFUL     

         NOISE!

     All preschool children are invited to participate in the St. Stephen Children’s Choir.  Rehearsals are every Tuesday & Wednesday from 8:30 am to 9:00 am, beginning October 4th & 5th.  There is no charge for this program.  If your child is interested in joining, please sign up in the Preschool Office!

******
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Thank you to all the parents who have returned their registration paperwork to the office. We understand completing all the forms can take time, and we do appreciate your response in helping us keep our files updated.  If you are unsure whether your child’s paperwork is complete, please stop in the office and we will be happy to help you. 
                
 *****
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St. Stephen Church is hosting the 2nd Annual West Valley Family Festival on Saturday, October 15th  from 9am-3pm. Set aside this date to join preschool families and community members for a day of fun, information, and activities.
       ******
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Family Chapel Time
Our first Chapel Time of the school year is Thursday, October 6th. We invite our families to join us from 9-9:30 in the Sanctuary. Please bring your child to their classroom first to sign-in. If you have any questions please stop in the Preschool Office and speak with Leslie or Tara.

    ******
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 CLASSROOM NEWS
Room 1
 Our friends have done a great job getting to know one another and learning school rules and routine. To keep us healthy at school, we’ve learned to sneeze in our arms and practice good hand washing habits.

           As we head into Fall we will focus on self-awareness, family, and, of course, Halloween fun.  And do we ever love to sing! We sing inside and out where Room 5 joins us after our outside play.

The following is a chant and popular favorite to sing. We can teach you the hand motions as well.


A Ram Sam Sam
A ram sam sam, A ram sam sam

Guli, guli guli, guli, guli

Ram sam sam, A rafi, a rafi

Guli, guli guli, guli, guli

Ram sam sam

Love, Miss Maria & Miss Sherry

Room 5
     Room 5 is off to a very busy start this school year!  We are getting to know each other and are beginning to form new friendships. We are also working hard at learning routines and self-help skills such as washing our hands before snack, pouring our own drinks, and waiting our turn.

     We enjoyed all of our apple activities in the classroom including an apple taste test, making apple prints, sorting apples by size & color, and matching apples. The children were excited to hear the story about the star in the apple. We also learned a new song, “Have You Ever Seen an Apple?”

Have you ever seen an apple,


An apple, an apple?


Have you ever seen an apple,


That grows on a tree?


A red one, a yellow one,


A green one, a golden one.


Have you ever seen an apple,


That grows on a tree?
     We are looking forward to a “spooktacular” October with pumpkins, Fall activities and Halloween fun!  
Love, Miss Jeanie & Miss Vickie
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 Room 2

Our first few weeks of school have been awesome!  We’re really getting to know your children and they’ve been making new friends and learning the routines and rules of school.  We’ve been busy cutting, gluing and reviewing shapes and colors.  This helps us in planning future successful activities for the children.  We are still collecting family pictures and emergency kits.

     This month we will be exploring apples, doing some cooking and making cool Halloween art to decorate our room.  Thank you to all the families who were able to sign up on our playdough list.  We really appreciate it!                                                              Love, Miss Sheryl and Miss Betsie
Room 3
It is a joy to be getting to know your curious and enthusiastic children! In September the class shared stories and songs, played games and danced together. Friendships, old and new, were nurtured by having fun and learning together. In this way we began to discover the children’s interests and abilities.  We’ve been reviewing our letter and number concepts, practicing our writing and cutting skills, and exploring science and math. We’ll be using those insights to plan appealing and stimulating classroom activities in the coming months.
During October we will be exploring the arrival of autumn through art experiences, science projects and language arts activities. With autumn comes the beauty of the changing leaves, harvesting food, watching squirrels, and the excitement of Halloween. Please be sure to read the Daily Activities sheet each day as you sign your children out and check the Parent Information Board for various classroom and school announcements.
Thank you for making the effort to bring your children to school on time – we know how busy family mornings can be! Our morning circle time sets the stage for the rest of the school day so we appreciate having all of the children there to participate. The children are still learning the classroom routines, rules and learning opportunities, which we talk about during the morning circle time. This helps the children feel secure and ready to engage in the activities for the day. There is so much to explore and we have a class of very eager learners! Thank you for sharing them with us!

Love, Miss Carol & Miss Toni

MORE CLASSROOM NEWS
During September, in addition to meeting new friends, learning classroom routines, adjusting to new teachers and the environment, we learned many skills through our “play”:
Room 1:
Pre-Math:              Measured our height in inches and charted results on classroom poster 
                                (concepts of measurement and comparison)
Pre-Writing:         Painted using whisks to make unique designs                                                              
             (develops muscles used in writing)
Pre-Reading:         Used rhythm sticks during our circle time song

                              (develop consciousness of rhythms in music)
Pre-Science:          Observed the inside of an apple cut in half 

                              (observe nature & learn new vocabulary) 
Core Intelligence:  Tasted various apples & charted our likes and dislikes
                              (awareness of similarities & differences with our peers)
Room 5:
Pre-Math:              Created a classroom Apple Tasting Chart
 
                             (concepts of graphing & comparison)
Pre-Writing:          Decorated frog puppets with sticky dots to make “speckled frogs” 
                              (develop small hand muscles used in writing)

Pre-Reading:         Listened to books about school and apples 
                              (connecting books to the world around me)
Pre-Science:          Experimented with an apple & lemon juice

                              (observe changes over time) 

Core Intelligence:  Painted apple prints using real apples

                              (express ideas on paper) 

Room 2:
Pre-Math:              Created a geometric collage with various shapes
                              (distinguish patterns from a background)
Pre-Writing:          Cut, glued, & decorated houses using scissors, glue sticks & markers                                    (small hand muscle development and control for handwriting)
Pre-Reading:         Acted out a play, “There’s a Gorilla in My Soup!”                                                                  (rhythm in story telling; self-confidence in speaking in front of a group)
Pre-Science:          Scooped, poured, & weighed pebbles on our scales
                              (exploring weight and balance)

Core Intelligence:  Drew self-portraits and answered interview questions about ourselves 

                              (increase self-esteem and body awareness) 
Room 3:
Pre-Math:              Created a Family Graph charting how many people are in our family 
                              (ordinal numbers; comparing numbers ) 
Pre-Writing:          Practiced writing our Kindergarten names at the art table

                              (hand-eye coordination & develop muscles used for writing)
Pre-Reading:         Worked cooperatively to build a floor alphabet train puzzle

                              (letter recognition and alphabetical order)
Pre-Science:          Observe the effect of lemon juice on apple slices
                              (observe physical reactions with solids and liquids)
Core Intelligence:  Drew self-portraits
                               (increase self-esteem and body awareness)
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