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February 14 & 15:  Valentine Parties
February 21:  President’s Day


(SCHOOL CLOSED)
February 22 & 23: Picture Days

March 5: Dad ‘N’ Me Day
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VALENTINE PARTIES

     We will celebrate Valentine’s Day on Monday, Feb. 14 and Tuesday, Feb. 15. Children attending both days may bring valentines on both days.  If you wish to bring valentines, please have your child bring one for each child in his/her room.  The children may sign them. PLEASE DO NOT PUT NAMES ON THE ENVELOPES.  If you wish to bring something for the class parties, please sign up on the list in front of your child’s classroom.
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     Parent Conferences will be held with your child’s teachers during the months of March & April.  This is a special time set aside for you to talk with the teachers about your child’s development.  At that time, you may discuss any concerns regarding your child.  NOTE:  WATCH FOR A SIGN UP SHEET OUTSIDE YOUR CHILD’S CLASSROOM.  

     Please check the bulletin boards for dates and times to schedule your conference.
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  SUMMER/FALL    

  REGISTRATION

     It is hard to believe that we are already planning for the next school year.  Please watch for a flyer to be sent home in mid-February with the tuition rates and schedule for Summer Camp and the 2011-2012 school year. Please keep in mind that in order to attend St. Stephen’s you must register each year.  Do not assume a space has been saved for your child. We will begin registration in mid- February for students currently enrolled at St. Stephen and early March for new families. Please stop in the Preschool Office if you have any questions.
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Dads, 
Please join us for our Dad ‘N’ Me Day.  A formal invitation will be coming to you soon.  Below are the specifics:

DATE:    Saturday, March 5
TIME:    9 - 10:15am for 3 day Dads


    10:30 - 11:45am for 2 day Dads   
4 & 5 day Dads can come either time.
Substitute Dads are welcome!
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Room 1

We have been exploring Winter weather through many sensory activities. We froze paint in cups with a stick to paint with and built ice sculptures using big and small blocks of ice. Our fingers worked hard using turkey basters to squirt the melting water on the ice blocks. We had fun throwing foam balls for a pretend snow ball “toss.”

For Valentine’s we will enjoy a special snack together. Toward the end of the month we’ll be busily getting ready for our Dad ‘n Me Day -- Brownies to bake and Dad stories to tell!

Here is a fun finger play we’re learning:
Five little snowmen on a winter’s day.
The first one said, “Wake up so we can play!”

The second one said, “Let’s stomp on the ground.”

The third one said, “Let’s roll around.”

The fourth one said, “Let’s run and run and run.”

The fifth one said, “I’m afraid I feel the sun.”

“Oh dear,” cried the snowmen, as they looked toward the sky.
And the five melting snowmen waved a fond goodbye.

Love, Miss Maria and Miss Sherry
Room 5



     
B is for band-aid and we've been using quite a few lately, but for art's sake, not boo boos.  Letter of the week is in full swing and the children are excited to bring in things that start with the corresponding letter and then take a picture of it.  We have a digital camera in our class just for the children to use and they have developed quite an eye for abstract photography.  At least that's what we're calling it.
     
We've been doing lots of science experiments at morning rug from making pretend snow to lifting an ice cube with a piece of string and salt.  As a result, the children are increasing their vocabulary and pondering questions like what will happen and why.  They are so amazed at the results and the teachers are so pleased when the experiments really work!  This month we will focus on love and friendship and we will be busy with fun Valentine activities.  A sign-up sheet for our Valentine snack will be posted soon.  Thanks!

Love, Miss Sheryl and Miss Vickie
Room 2

January went by in a flurry of snow, California style! As we explored the many facets of winter, including varying weather conditions, our classroom transformed into a Winter Wonderland! We made snow, simulated the properties of blubber and how it protects animals who live in the chilly Arctic, talked about winter clothing, and matched the clothing to their appropriate body parts.  While we enjoyed these activities, our favorite ones were the snowball fight using marshmallows and the melting tissue paper snowball. Hmmm, how could that be? How could paper melt? As Lilyana pointed out, "Something magical happened!"  Tee..Hee.. 

Our "Letter of the Week" also commenced to much enthusiasm by the children. They are doing a great job sounding out the letters, writing them and recognizing items that start with a particular letter. This curriculum will continue until we reach the end of the alphabet. We are observing different skill levels and interests and plan our lessons accordingly, to meet the needs of all children. This is done in a fun, supportive manner without ridicule. 

Every effort by the children is praised. 

We are also working on developing independence skills. When possible, allow your children to do some tasks on their own like dressing themselves, putting on and taking off their own jackets and shoes, cleaning up after themselves, and being responsible for their belongings. The less we do for them, the better they will feel about themselves and their capabilities.                  February is the month when we celebrate friendship, family and love. Various activities will encompass this theme, and we look forward to exchanging Valentine's and sharing some delectable treats on our party days, Monday, February 14 and Tuesday, February 15. Check the Parent Information Board for upcoming details and sign-ups. 

Once again, thank you for blessing us with your children. They are all such wonderfully unique little people, and it is a joy to have them in our class.

Happy Valentine's Day!

With Love and Hugs,
Miss Jeanie and Miss Toni
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Room 3
The children in Room 3 seem to be growing by leaps and bounds! We were thrilled with their curiosity and enthusiasm in January. They started the new year with boundless energy and the desire to learn. Important readiness skills for kindergarten are developing in all the children – taking turns and raising their hands, listening and participating during circle time, practicing writing and cutting, and following directions. Friendships are developing and deepening. It is an exciting time to be in Room 3!

During February we will continue to work with children on writing their “kindergarten names” – beginning with an uppercase letter, followed by all lowercase letters. We will explore the letter sounds of C, D, E, F, G, H, I & J. For our “Letter of the Week” sessions each morning, children are encouraged to bring an item from home that begins with the letters we are discussing. Children may bring something every day if they wish! We will be exploring how to count to 10 in many languages. We have many science experiments already in progress – growing sprouts from vegetable tops and an avocado pit, making compost in our “compost column”, and watching our “alligators” expand as they soak up water. 

Thank you for making the effort to bring your children to school on time – we know how busy family mornings can be! Our morning circle time sets the stage for the rest of the school day so we appreciate having all of the children there promptly to participate. At the first circle time we demonstrate activities for the day, share our “Letter of the Week”, “Share Box” and “Star of the Week” activities, and practice important skills for having successful group experiences.

Love is in the air as Valentine’s Day approaches! We will be doing art projects and sharing stories and songs about love and friendship. The sign-up sheet for our Valentine’s parties will be posted on the bulletin board outside the classroom. Thank you for your help!

Love, Miss Betsie and Miss Carol
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In January, we kept warm while learning the following:

Room 1:
Pre-Math:          Manipulated various shape pieces to create new shapes 

                          (concepts of shape and size; shape recognition)     

Pre-Writing:      Used clothespins to hang mittens and socks on a clothesline 


                            (develops muscles used in writing)
Pre-Reading:     Heard many Winter themed stories read aloud  

                          (develop reading comprehension)
Pre-Science:      Painted with frozen paint-pops                                                                                                (observe different reactions and textures)     
Intelligence:      Tossed white foam balls in the air with classmates (“snow ball toss”)

                (exercise imagination)
Room 5:
Pre-Math:          Played a matching shape game

                          (concepts of shape, size and patterning; shape recognition)   

Pre-Writing:      Painted with carrots to make snowmen with white paint
                          (develops small hand muscles used in writing)
Pre-Reading:     Ice skated on paper plates 
                         (develop coordination skills--- a prerequisite to reading)   

Pre-Science:      Mixed glue and shaving cream to make puffy snow 


                                     (cause and effect; change in textures)
Intelligence:      Threw marshmallows dipped in paint at black paper (“snow ball toss”)


                (exercise imagination)

Room 2:
Pre-Math:          Played a penguin counting game                                                                                              (ordinal numbers & counting practice)    

Pre-Writing:      Drew on tiles and used tooth brushes to scrub them clean 

                          (strengthen small hand muscles)    

Pre-Reading:     Participated in an alphabet scavenger hunt 

                          (letter recognition and alphabet awareness)
Pre-Science:      Observed an experiment about arctic animals’ blubber
                         (cause and effect; understanding of weather and nature)    

Intelligence:      Discussed Martin Luther King Jr. & his dream 

           (cultural awareness)
Room 3:
Pre-Math:        Practiced counting at the Science table

                        (numeric concepts of more and less; number order)     
Pre-Writing:    Painted with frozen paint-popsciles                                                                                          (develop small hand muscles & hand-eye coordination)
Pre-Reading:   Complied lists of words beginning with our “Letters of the Week” 
                       (participate in creating a print-rich classroom environment)
Pre-Science:    Gathered leaves, sticks, seeds, dirt, and twigs for our compost column
                        (observe how solids can change) 
Intelligence:    Talked about weather, seasons, and snow during Circle Time  

                       (listen to and respect peers; sharing and organizing ideas)
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